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brought this opportunity to a Canada which neither
wished nor sought war, which had no chance to ad-
judge the question of the origins of the conflict, or in
what way it should participate in it.

As need arose, troops were despatched overseas,
but from the very first days it became obvious that
Canada's war effort would essentially be an economic
one. Far from the theatre of military operations,
relying on the British navy and the nearness of the
United States to divert the threat of an aggression,
improbable but still possible, Canada was admirably
situated to play in this sense a part, useful both to the
powers allied against Germany, and to itself If it were
true that in modern warfare bread and meat are not
less important than shells and bullets, since the civilian
in the rear lines must behave with a gallantry equal to
that of the soldier facing the enemy, then beyond
doubt all the resources of the Canadian economy must
be fully used. Nothing was spared to this end during
the fifty-two months that the first world war lasted.

"Food," so ran the slogan, "will win the war." When
victory crowned the heroism of the troops, dried briefly
the tears of the mothers, and justified the confidence
of those who had placed their faith in justice, a Canada
grown greater in its time of testing and happy to have
escaped the direct ravages of war, could point with
pride to the extent to which it had gone to the limit of
its resources and even exceeded the hopes that had
been placed in it. At the end of 1918 the extent of
cultivated lands was double that of 1914. Never had
the soil of the prairies been more fruitful; it had yielded
420,000,000 bushels of wheat in the one year, 1915.
Beef, butter, cheese, all production had mounted